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Two spotlights lit the pitch-black arena as NRHA Professional Emily Emerson and Give Me Starbucks (Walla Walla 
Whiz x Starbucks Rosy Blend) stood in the center of the pen. Emerson’s simple duster and cowboy hat contrasted the 
blue glitter and shimmering streamers that adorned her mount. More notable than the pair’s costume, however, was 

something the crowd couldn’t see. Emerson had arrived in Oklahoma City just that morning, missing her chance to school 
“Mocha” in the Jim Norick Coliseum arena—and Mocha was bridleless.

NRHA Professional Emily 
Emerson and Give Me Starbucks 
earned plenty of cheers from the 
crowd of spectators with their 
bridleless performance.

Outrunning  
the Rain

A 223 clinched the win for Emily Emerson and Give Me Starbucks in the $20,000 Invitational Freestyle 
Reining Presented by Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau at the 2019 NRHA Futurity.
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	 “I took the bridle off of her not 
knowing how she was going to be out 
here, because this is the first time 
I’ve gotten to be super serious with 
her,” Emerson explained. “She was 
rock-solid. She locked right in and 
gave me the ride I was looking for.”
	 As Gary Allen’s “Every Storm  
Runs Out of Rain” began to play, 
Emerson and Mocha moved 
easily from a walk to a jog before 
stopping to perform an impressive 
set of spins. With each successful 
maneuver, the crowd cheered  
louder, sensing the emotion of the 
run and the weight of Emerson’s 
chosen song.
	 “This song just hits a certain spot 
inside of you when you have a year 
that you’d hoped would be better,” 
Emerson revealed.
	 Growing up on a ranch in 
Montana, Emerson knows the power 
of a rainstorm—and during 13 years 
working for NRHA Professional 
Shane Brown, she’s seen her share of 
less-than-perfect show seasons, too. 
	 “Emily wasn’t planning to come 
to the Futurity,” shared Mocha’s 
owner, Kelly Rainford. “She didn’t 
have any Futurity horses this year 
and needed to stay home to take care 
of everything there.”
 	 But when Emerson received a 
call inviting her to compete in the 
Freestyle, Brown encouraged her 
to go. Rainford, who was planning 
to show her 9-year-old mare in 
the Adequan® NAAC and ancillary 
portion of the Futurity, offered 
Mocha as a partner for the ride.
	 “Emily has helped me a ton with 
Mocha,” Rainford continued. “She 
tried her out bridleless, and Mocha 
was just awesome. She rides just like 
she has a bridle, so I thought, ‘This 
might work.’” →

Dramatic lighting in the 
dark arena intensified 
Mocha’s powerful stops  
and showed off her 
connection with Emerson.

Emerson’s song choice 
reflected her determination 
to persist despite setbacks 
and overcome every storm 
she faced both in and out of 
the arena.
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FREESTYLE
PL. HORSE RIDER OWNER SCORE WON $
1 Give Me Starbucks Emily Emerson Kelly Rainford  223 $6,888.83 
2 Don Magnum Dan G. James Dan G. James  222.5 $5,470.54 
3 Game Day Surprise Sharee Schwartzenberger Bernetha L Kurth  222 $4,052.25 
4 Lil Joes Lacy Lady Drake J. Johnson Ernest Wicke Jr. 220.5 $2,026.13 
5 Starlightsndiamonds Rocky Dare High Hopes Farm Of W Grove LLC  220 $911.76 
5 Smoking Ice Jessicah Keller Hilldale Farm  220 $911.76 
7 Friday Night Sailing Frederick Win Frederick Win  219.5 0
8 Babys Got Blue Eyes Kirstin L. Booth Kirstin L. Booth  218.5 0
9 Jacs Red Pine  Debi Murnan Debi Murnan  216 0
10 Heavy Duty Chex Sarah Locker Hilldale Farm  211 0

	 Emerson’s song choice held special meaning for 
Rainford, too, who has owned her mare since 2016.  
	 “We’ve all seen that darkness, and we’ve all had hard 
times,” she shared. “In a lot of ways, Mocha was my dawn 
after the dark. I was close to quitting when my mom found 
Mocha and encouraged me to try her. She’s the first mare 
I’ve really connected with, and I feel like we’re teammates 
when we show up to work. She’s very special.”
	 Emerson showcased Mocha’s talent throughout their 
run, flowing through the required maneuvers in perfect 
time with the moving song. Mocha stayed in sync with her 
rider, responding to each cue without missing a beat—
despite the missing bridle. 
	 “Turning her around can be a challenge, because every 
now and then she over-tries,” Emerson revealed. “But when 

you take that bridle off, she turns better every time.”
	 A beautifully timed final stop brought the crowd to 
life with cheers as Emerson and Mocha exited the arena 
and awaited their score. The resulting 223 held the lead 
through the remaining runs, clinching championship 
honors for the deserving pair.
	 “I’m very excited to come out at the top and start out 
hopefully having a good year next year,” Emerson said. 
“I’m very happy.”
	 As for Mocha’s future, Rainford has big goals to keep 
improving and return to the show pen for another season. 
“I have some things to learn about riding her and getting 
her to do as good for me as she did for Emily,” Rainford 
shared. “I think she’ll make a really nice broodmare 
someday, so we’ve been shopping the boys, too.” v

Veteran freestyler Dan James took 
reserve aboard Don Magnum with 
a score of 222.5 with a tribute to his 
home country of Australia.


