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Searching for a vacation destination 
where you can live your cowboy 
dreams with a modern twist? Look no 

further than the Fort Worth Stockyards!
Attend a rodeo or other entertaining 

events, shop the best Western apparel and 
home wear brands, watch a longhorn cat-
tle drive, learn how to line dance, and stay 
in luxurious style, all without leaving the 
Stockyards.

“The Stockyards has this really cool eco-
system of legacy Western heritage and new 

fresh brands,” shares Kayla Wilke, direc-
tor of design and development for lifestyle 
and hospitality with the Stockyard Heritage 
Development Co. “You can go to the Cow-
town Coliseum and watch a rodeo or PBR’s 
Bulls Night Out, or head down to Billy Bob’s 
Texas for authentic country music and 
line dancing.”

It’s the diversity of opportunities that 
makes people fall in love with the Stockyards 
charm, but it’s the authentic western tradi-
tions that keep people coming back.

“If you are looking to experience a ro-
mantic version of the west in a way that only 
Texas can deliver, the Fort Worth Stockyards 
contains the grit and charm,” Wilke says. “It’s 
got history, it’s got authentic bones, but with 
a spirit that reverberates through the whole 
Western lifestyle culture and beyond it.”

Revitalizing History
The Fort Worth Stockyards is built on deep 
roots, with original buildings dating back 
over a century. In 2014, the Stockyard Her-
itage Development group launched a mis-
sion to revitalize the area and create an at-
mosphere that welcomed both Texas natives 
and travelers from around the world.

DESTINATIONS

Fort Worth  
OR BUST!
Visit the historic Fort Worth Stockyards and book a stay 

at Hotel Drover for your next weekend getaway.

Fort Worth holds 

rich history with 

Texas roots and 

influences from all 

over the world that 

make every visitor 

feel at home.
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“Fort Worth locals love the Stockyards, 
and they really didn’t want to see it get de-
molished by neglect,” Wilke explains. “That’s 
why we initially started on this endeavor. 
We’ve been adding that local flavor while 
still focusing on the Western heritage.”

One must-see area for any Stockyards 
visitor is Mule Alley, a recently restored his-
toric district that was used to house working 
mules during World War I. Now, brick-paved 
roads are lined with shops, restaurants, bars, 
and even a winery where people can enjoy a 
taste of history with modern flare.

“The development of Mule Alley was 
very strategic in the merchandising of those 
historic barns,” reveals Craig Cavileer, man-
aging partner with the Stockyards Heritage 
Development Co. “We targeted a lot of lo-
cal restaurants and chefs to come populate 
that area.”

By relying on local talent to serve up 
first-class fashion, decadent drinks, and 
mouth-watering meals, the Stockyards offers 
a true Texan experience.

“Take legendary retailers like Lucchese, 
King’s Ranch, and Wrangler, add in a little 
different element that’s not heavy Western, 

and you get that nice eclectic mix,” Wilke ex-
plains. “It gives that local flavor that tourists 
love, so adding that component was essen-
tial for us.”

There’s fun for every age group, with fam-
ily-friendly activities like horseback riding 
and a petting zoo, plus captivating nightlife 
that will keep the party going after dark.

“We want everyone to come and enjoy 
the Stockyards,” Cavileer adds. “It used to 
be a one-time trip to go watch the rodeo or 
the cattle drive. Now, it’s a destination where 
people can come multiple times a year or 
even a week.”

Although the Stockyards now holds many 
newer elements, the legacy lives on in his-
toric features and timeless traditions.

“We’re still honoring our past while looking 
ahead to the next phase,” Wilke asserts. “The 
history has never left; it’s just been enhanced 
so the next generation is able to enjoy it.” 

Luxury Goes West
No trip to the Fort Worth Stockyards is com-
plete without a stay at the luxurious Hotel 
Drover, recently named the Travel and Lei-
sure Best Hotel for the Dallas/Fort Worth 
area. You won’t find another hotel that more 
perfectly combines authentic Western style 
with modern elements and indulgent com-
fort throughout the expansive facility.

“It feels a lot different than your typical 
hotel, because we styled it with more of a 
residential lens,” Wilke reveals. “We looked 
at this as a 180,000 square foot custom 
home. When you’re decorating a house, you 
buy things you like, bring them all home, 
and figure out where it’s going to live. That’s 
the approach we took, with extra attention 
to detail. We wanted to make sure there’s 
Western flair, but that everyone can come 
make their own memories, without feeling 
like they’re being forced into one lifestyle. It 
just feels authentic.”

NO TRIP TO THE FORT WORTH STOCKYARDS 
IS COMPLETE WITHOUT A STAY AT THE 

LUXURIOUS HOTEL DROVER

Hotel Drover mixes 

notes of timeless 

class with historic 

cowboy culture 

and a down home 

feel that’s unlike 

any other hotel.
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More to Come
Once you make your first visit to the Stock-
yards, be sure to plan for a return trip. Not 
only will you want to revisit all your new fa-
vorite spots, but there’s even more to come 
for this historic district in the near future.

“We have 30 acres yet to develop,” Cav-
ileer reveals. “We have a lot of new locations 
for Western retail, experiential retail, live 
entertainment, and more. There are all sorts 
of things planned for the next couple years.”

As part of the Stockyard Heritage Devel-
opment Co, both Cavileer and Wilke empha-
size the importance of honoring the history 
of the Stockyards as they continue growth 
efforts. Althought they’re passionate about 
their development goals, they’re equally 
dedicated to honoring the history behind ev-
ery element of the Fort Worth Stockyards in 
order to bring those stories to the next gen-
eration of travelers.

“Our responsibility is to see that the 
Stockyards continues its legacy, while also 
revealing it to people other than those that 
are involved in contestant-based sports,” 
Wilke says, referencing the professional 
rodeo athletes who compete in Fort Worth. 
“The Stockyards creates such a cool, authen-
tic point of view. People leave with a differ-
ent appreciation of the Western lifestyle and 
its heritage.”

It’s that Western spirit that draws Fort 
Worth natives and tourists alike to the 
Stockyards time and time again. Wheth-
er you’ve never worn a cowboy hat or you 
spend every day in boots, you’ll find a place 
in the Stockyards that’ll make you want to 
come back for more.

“I think everyone has this romantic love 
and appreciation for Western lifestyle,” Wil-
ke concludes. “The Stockyards allows people 
to experience an authentic place with histo-
ry, charm, and culture—with a little bit of 
something for everyone.” 

The hotel’s unique aesthetic honors 
Western heritage while supporting locally 
owned businesses, too. Designed and devel-
oped largely during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Hotel Drover integrates elements from 
many who were feeling the effects of the 
pandemic firsthand.

“We worked with locals who didn’t have 
any business or were shut down to populate 
the Drover,” Wilke says. “We pieced together 
leather wrapped columns, Pendleton chairs 
and chaise lounges, a pool that imitates a 
trough out in a field for farm animals, and 
crystal chandeliers.”

All those elements embody the blend of 
Western authenticity and modern couture 
that is evident in every inch of Hotel Drover, 
from each of the unique guest rooms to a va-
riety of common areas, 97 West Kitchen and 
Bar, and breathtaking courtyards perfect for 
special events or an evening drink. Whether 
you’re visiting with friends or on a romantic 
getaway, Hotel Drover’s southern hospitality 
will make you feel right at home.

Explore the Fort 

Worth Stockyards 

with friends or 

family, make it a 

romantic getaway, 

or enjoy a solo 

adventure. 

Mule Alley was 

once used to 

house working 

mules during 

World War 1.  

Enjoy a relaxing 

evening drink 

or an early 

morning stroll 

in the luscious   

courtyard behind 

Hotel Drover.

No trip to the Fort 

Worth Stockyards 

is complete without 

attending a rodeo 

at the historic 

Cowtown Coliseum 
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